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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
—
DALYV'S THEATRE—ARaniaN Nicur.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE—Davip GARRICE
THALIA THEATRE—~DER BEKCADET,
HAVERLY'S THEATRE—Tig GALLEY SLAVE
BRUADWAY OPERA HOURE—SruaTeisTs.
ABERLE'S THEATRE_Tixalrux MiLk VEXDER
NIBLO'S GARDEN—Hxants oF STHEL

WALLACK'S—EsmiiLe

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE—H, M. 8. Pixavoun
UNION SQUARE THEATILE—Fruscu ¥rars
AQUARIUM—Uncir Tow's Camiy. Mutinoe.
ABREY'S PARK—Furrs 1§ [NKLAND. ;
GERMANIA THEATRE—Duk Bonx pem WiLos
ACADEMY OF MUSIC—THomay' Marixe

TONY PASTOR'S THEATRE—Vamsry. Matinea
THEATRE COMIQUE—NULLIGAN (GUARDS' CHRISTMAR
KOSTER & BIAL'S CONCERT HALL,

BAN FEANCISCO MINSTRELS—Tuosrsos Stuxsr Frars.
CHICKERING HALL—Joscrry Coxcrur.

AMERICAN INSTITUTE—Datny £ain
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" NEW YORK. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1879,
; Tﬁ;;r_ufx;bﬂ-i}iea.r “are that the weather in New
Fork and itx vielnity to-duy will be cold and fair,
followed toward night by inereasing clowdiness,
and possibly occasional snow showers, To-morrow
it will be cold and partly cloudy, with snow,

‘WaLr Streer Yesrerpay.—There was no
chaugo. in the genernl situation. The velume
of stocks dealt in was about the sume, and al-
though the markg declined considernbly it
rallicd at the close to about the opening level.
Government securities continued firm, while
Btate und railway bonds were in litde demand
aud weak. Money on eall ruled at 6 per cent,
the highest point tonehed being Tand the clos-
ing rate 5. Foreign exchange was advanced o
[raction.

Tur “L” Roap INVESTIGATION increases in
interest. :

A WoMax was yesterday sentenced to be
banged for marder,  Fortunately such cases are
rare.

Lockrorts GrEAT Porsoxing CABE rests at
present by the sdmission of the alleged eriminals
to bail,

A Remankanie Story of death by a blow
from a meteor will be found in our special
despuateh from Kansas City.

Tarmace Triomrns by o two-thirds majority,
and bis enemies can hereafter get even with him
only by preaching better serwons.

REPRESENTATIVE SPRINGER scems to think
our army is large enough; but he cowes from
Lllinois, which is not now a border State.

Pouice Ovricens naturally object to the pro-
posed changes in the management of the foroe.
Sowe of their arguments appesr on another
page.

Pangox Havpes testified strongly in his own
behalf yesterday, aud the battle of the doctors,
wlich probubly will take place to-day, ecan
bardly burt Lim.

Tunee Prxxsvivaxrass walked together on
& railroad track yesterduy and only one remaing
alive. Will people never learn the penalty of
saleoting such pathways for pedestrian work 1

Mns, Boraspen's StateMest of her experi
ence in getting off an “L" road train cannot be
explained away by the vsuul story of careless-
ness on the part of the pussenger.

Jusrise rroM Raiwway Traiss will hardly
be u popular wethod of attempting escape rom
imprisonment after the mishaps of two New
Jorsey convicts who attempted it yesterday.

PEumars THE ALLEGATIONS against u Phila-
delphin conveyancer, wlloded to in  another
evlumn, are false; but they suggest what muy
happen to men who do not read their wills be-
fore signing them.

Masstavoures in the fourih degree was the
rerdict rendered yesterday against a driver
whose wigon strnek and Killed o boy.  Porhaps
irivers will begin to lesrn that personal safety
of pedestrinns is of more consequence than
haste, .

Cowstornisg all that New York has done to

urge the cental system of measurement upon
other grain<lealing communities the present
reconsiderntion of the plan by some members of
the Produce Exchange is, to say the lemst, un- |
dignificd. |

|

Tue Wearner.—The barometer is above the |
menn in all the distriots cast of the Misslssippl
yest gf that river w lall s set in, aml thore
are indications of the movement of a disturb-
suee  toward the Lower Missouri Valley,
The ceitre of highest is now over the upper
lake region, nnd is sdvancing costward steadily,
< Rain fell in the central valleys during the early
portion o¥ the day, and snow is reported in the
lake regions. The wenther was clear slong the At-
lantic coust and in the Nm:ﬂlwtml, while in the
other sections of the conntry eloudiness inorvased
toward night. The temperature varied but lictle
in the Northwest and npper lnke districts, fell
fn the Atlantio const districts and rose des
eldedly in the West aud Soathwost, The windas
have been light in all the districts exeept in tho
Southwest, where they inereased to fresh and
brisk. The disturtanee that will ndvaves into
the central valleys trom the West pn Saturday
will move on the southern margm of the bigh
area, so thut we shall eXpoerivoen :nm'tlu}rl.y fo
ensterly winds during its paskage. The weather
b New York and its vicinity to-day will be eold
and fair, followed toward night by inovensing

clondivess nmd  possibly ocensional snow show- {

ers. Tomorrow it will be cold und partly
aloudy, with suow,

BROADWAY AND ANN STREET, |
|

Grant, or Sherman, or Bisime, or | and some of Washburne, either of whom | he says:—The most striking evidence of

Hayes, or Washburne, or Whel=—

I« There a Dark Horse?

The Blaine men “‘eome up smiling" after
their defeat in the National Committee and
assert that the election of a decided Grant

| man as chairman on the first ballot has no

political significanee. It is their interest
to have it thought so, but is it trne? Seona-
tor Cameron, they nssure us, with an air of
innocent oandor, was elected solely for his
superior fitness, his wealth, energy, connec-
tions, influence, and his skill, cournge and
address ag a political manager. But why did
not Mr, Blalne's friends think of this betore
their defeat? Did Don Cameron suddenly
sequire all these brilliant qualifiestions
ofter four o'clock on Wednesday? Atany
rate, the Blaine men did not seem to dis-
cover them until after General Averill was
beaten. BSenator Cameron being so pre-
eminently fit for the place, why did the
Blaine merpit an inferior candidate against

him and make s vigorous fight against |

the new chairman? W, E. Chandler, Mr.
Frye and other zealous friends of Blaine
spent Tuesday evening and the forenoon of
Wednesdny in active lobbying agninst Don
Cameron at the Arlington Homse; they
spared no effort to defeat him. But when
their attempt is foiled they turn round and
aver, with amusing assurance, that Mr,
Cameron's elec:ion has no politieal signifi-
cnnce ! We suppose they will next assure
us that their strenuous opposition to him,
was also devoid of any political nim, One
might think from what they say now that
Mr. Cameron was really their own candi-
date, and that they only put forward Gen-
eral Averill as a foil to set off his qualifica-
tions,

The faots are that Mr, Kemble's resigna-
tion of his place on the committee was not
voluntary, but was urged upon him by
General Grant's friends with a view to have
Senator Cameron appointed in his place in
General Grant's interest. It was the
pith of ‘'this design that Mr. Came-
ron shonld be made the executive
head of the committee to eclothe him
with power to carry out the Grant pro-
gramme. Mr. Gorham, a zealous Grant
man, proposed Cumeron’s name in the com-
mittee. The majority who voted for Cume-
ron expressed, and intended to express,
their preference for General Grant for the
Presidency. The selection of Averill was a
selection 1mmade by the friends of Blaine,
and the votes given to him were meant to
be hostile to General Grant’s nomination.
Megsrs. Chandler and Frye, who organized
and led the opposition, affected no disguise
on this point previous to the ballot. 7

Mr. Blaine's friends probably miscaleu-
luted their strength in the committee when
they organized their opposition to Came-
ron. Unless they were sure they could de-
font him it was a blunder to attempt it.
They were sensible of their blunder after
the result wns deeclared, and made a lame
attempt to have it believed that Cameron
was elected solely on the ground of hissu-
perior personal fitness. As the fitness is
indisputable they would have saved them-
pelves from nn awkward predicament by
recognizing it at the outset and voting
for Cameron. In that case they would not
have had to stultify themselves by pretend-
ing that his election had no political signifi-
cange, But they perceived their blunder
as soon as the vote was taken and made the
vote for Keogh, the new secretary, unani.
mous, although he is as pronouneed a Grant
man a8 Senator Cameron, This is precisely
what they would have done with reterence
to Cameron himsell had they foreseen
that they conld not defeat him. They
wounld perhaps have been more ecan-
tious had they not remembered that
it was Mr. Cameron ' who prevented
the nomination of Blaine in 1876, The
placing of Mr. Cameron at the head of the
committee could in no circumstances be
regarded as favorable to the aspirations of
Seuator Blaine, but it was bad strategy for
the Blaine men to proclaim it by their
strenuous but futile attempt to elect Gen-
eral Averill.

Secretary Sherman is a more wary poli-
tician, and he played his cards better.
Like the friends of Mr. Blaine, he took a
lively interest in what was going on,
und was ot the Arlington House on
Wednesday morning in consultation with
members of the committee. Henees plainly
enough, what Mr. Blaine does not yet see,
thnt there is little ehance for any other
enndidate if General Grart consents to ran,
Mr. Sherman therefore hedges and hedges
skillully. If Grant refuses to be a candi-
date the nomination will lie, secording to
present appearances, between Sherman and
Bliine. By nequiescing in the election of
Cameron Mr, Sherman has had the pra-
dence not toantagonize General Grant, and

if Grant is taken out of the field
he lhus o ochance of inheriling the
Grant *‘boom.” As matters stand the

whole strength of the Grant movement is
directed against Blaine, Until Grant re-
tires everything will be done to nndermine
and weaken the Maine oandidste. He will
have the whole field against him, and the
opposition will become 8o set in the Grant
interest that in thé event of Grant's with

| drawul no part of it will go over to Blaine,

1f the Groant strength should not then con-
cuntrate upon Sherman it would be divided
and distributed in such s way as to prevent

| & Blaine majority in the Couvention,

I'he consent of General Grant to beacan-
didate is understood to depend on a prace
tically unanimous demand of the gepub-
licun party. It it evident irom what took
place in the Republican National Commit-
tee that the friends of Mr. Blaine will not
contribute to that unanimity, but will stand
out and oppose Goneral Grant to the end.
It Grant adheres to his supposed purpose
he will not sllow himself to be pitted
against Bluine, nor against anybody in the
Convendion, since he will only yieid to the
universul wish of the party. [be conse-
guence will be that the Grant phalanx will
break wheu Le reluses to stand, und no
part of it will go over to Blaine,

This will produce an interesting politi-
eal situation. When the Grant strength
breaks Sherman will come in for his share,
but it is not to be expected that he will fall
heir to the Grant euthusinsm, In the di-
vision Sherman will get some of the Grant

| dulegutes; some will perhape think of Hayes

would make a respectable President.
Mr.
erate and steadiast; the finanecial BUCOSES
of his administration bas been brillisnd;
he is not given to rush experiments, and
the corsorvative part of the ecountry has
a growing confidence in him., My, Wash-
| burue has wiso weny admirers and well-
wishers, and if there should arise a neces- |
sity for s dark bhorse the party might go |
further and fare worse, [l the Grant
strength, which is now arrayed against
Blaine alohe, should be divid'd among |
severnl candidates, Blaine would merely |
hold ‘tha delegates who would stand |
by him in opposition to Grant, and
the rest would be distributed in the
early ballots among several econdidates.
There would at length come a necessity for
relieving the Convention of a deadlock and
Blaine'sopponents would again concentrate,
as they did at Cineinnati in 1876, upon o
dark horge, Who will be the dark horse?
If not Hayes or Washburne, who ?

-

Promises und Performamces.

‘When the Metropolitan and the New York
Elevated railways were merged in the
Manhuattan the people were assursd by offi-
cials of the various companies that, among
other desirable things, the change would
be beneficial to the public. As atthe time
of the ulleged fusion of interests there was
considerable to eomplain of in the manage-
ment of elevated railways, the good natured
public kindly accepted the promises at
their face value and waited expectantly for
the implied improvements. They have
been waiting ever since. The Herarp ven-
tured the opinion that monopolies seldom
or never supply more than they are com-
pelled to do, and the public has learned,
a8 all other monopoly cursed communities
have done from the earliest day, that
the Hemarp had good grounds for its’

apprehension. Before the ocounsolidation,
combination, {usion, or whatever else
the companias may please to eall it,

there wus some competition between the
two roads. One offered more com-
fortable cars and better lights; the other
had stations closer together and therefore
pleased downtown people living between
the two lines better than its rival did.
Citizens who travelled on the east side and
had their tempers squeezed out of them
during the five-cent hours found hope in |
the energy with which the rival company
was working upon a parallel esst side line,
which was to relieve the existing road of its
occasional cattle car character. Buf almost
the only conditions that have changed are
those which have altered for the worse,
Work on the new road seems suspended;
some lights on platforms and stairways
have gone out and others are dimmer; train
hands grow more carcless, and sellers and
takers of tickets are mgre disconrteous;’the
noise of passing trains, which the companies
were gaid to be doing their best to lessen, is
as bad as ever; the coin of the land is
sometimes refused by ticket sellers; the
dropping of oil and water upon pedestrians
continues, althongh the weakest intellect
in the hybrid company's employ should be
able to remedy this nuisance; trains aré
run throughout the night on one road only,
fares are‘as high as ever, and for as many
honrs a dey ; in short, whatever improve-
ments are visible to the public eye appear
to be for the benefit of the roads, instead
of their patrons. Ifthe stamp *“‘monopoly”
appears more distinetly on any other of
this city’s combinations of accommoda-
tions and nuisances the Hexarp has not yet
discovered it. It would seem to any honest
man that the simple fact of disfiguring
prominent avenues and depreciating many
property values should prompt the com-
pany to do all it can for the money it re-
ceives; but neither public observation nor
monthly statements confirms any such
sentimental supposition. Monopolies do
not willingly alleviate the wrongs they in-
herit or create ; relief must be sought in
courts and legislatures, unless in their re.
spective directories there are men honor-
able enough to remember that power im-
plies responsibility, and that the perform-
ance of honest men who are not imbaeciles
should be in accordance with th¢ir promises,

The Wenther Service,

Professor Thompson B. Maury has con-
tributed to the Popular Secience Monthly an
interesting artiele upon ‘“I'he International
Weather Bervice,” by which it appears that
he has po acquaintpnce whatever with
what has been done by the Hemiwp in this
field of the practical applieation of seien-
tific inquiri®s, Professor Maury bears with
especial emphasis upon the importance of
all labors in meteorological study that may
contribute toward the construction of a
complete chart of the stmosphere—such a
pictorial presentation of the atmosphere as
we now possess of the ocean and the land—
in which its great currents, its whirlpools,
ita calm places and its action in given eir-
caumstanoces, its rising and falling tides and
temperatures shall be set down, and ho
says of the practioal importance of the
kind of information this would give us that
*the immediate value of every means which
offers any approximation to correct storm
warnings for the British and French coasts,
frequented by the navies and merchant
marines of every flag, is beyond ealoulation
in dollars and cemts.” 8o it is, and we are
astonishied that so sccomplished s meteorol.
ogist as Mr. Maury, baving his attention
called to this very point, has not informed
himnelf of what has been actually done by
the Hzrarp Weather Bervice in realizing
the suceess he looks upon as a grand ideal,
What would be thought of o mlp' or chart
of the ocdans which leit out the Gulf Biream
of the Atlantic and the great Japan current
of the Pacific? Bus Mr. Maury, if he
should now offer a sketoh of the
atmospherio ocean, would apparently leave
out those aerinl eurrents which bear to
Burope the regular consignment of storms
predieted by the Hemarp, for he seems not
to have heard of them. In contrast to Mr.
Manry's insufficient information on this
point we may noto the ampie knowledge
of Protessbr Proctor, as shown in one of
the chapters of his new book, from which
citations are given elsewhere, in whioch,
in reference to the importance of the Gulf
Stream as tb its effect upon English weather,

this is to be fonnd in the success of the

Hayes has been prudent, mod- | Storm predietions telegraphed to (his

country from time to time by the Nuw
Yong Hymazn,"

The Italian Opers Season and the
Acudemy Ball -
The winter seasom of Italian opera in

Now York is now drawing to o close, accord- |

ing to the official announcement, and o re-
view of its brief lMstory shows that it has
not heen fruitful of results which can be
considered ns satisfactory either by the
manager or his patrons. The public ex-
pectation of the season’s brillianey ran
high on reading the managerial builstins,
but the realization of those hopes has not
followed ; the manager counted on sooring
o great financial success on hearing of the
advanece sales at the box office, but the tide
of public favor receded quickly after the
opening of the season. The cause and
effect have beem no secret, the publie
press  quickly reflecting the popular
opiuion, which ran counter to Mr. Muple-
son's judgment in the value of some ot his
srtists, and the frequency of small sudi-
ences plainly telling that Mr. Mapleson
‘was not succeeding financially. It is late
in the day to discuss the differencs of opin-
ion between the manager and his would-be
patrons, and it is an idle and valueless
work. The fact remains that the season
has not been one of profit, and a word for
the future is worth ten on the past.

Whatever may have been the extent of
Mr. Mapleson's artistio force heretofore it
is undoubtedly true that now, though un-
fortunatsly at the last hour, asit were, he
possesses a quintet of great strenglh.
Much of the season has been wadted in
fruitless attempts to satisfy the popular
taste with the company as first organized,
and it is useless now, with but a fortnight
left, for him to attempt to retrieve the ill
fortunes 'of the past two months, But as
the present company has received a hearty
indorsementt from the patrons of the
Academy it would be wiser were the man-
agement to arrange fora few weeks' extension
of the season, that advantage might be taken
of the turn of-the tide *‘which, taken at
the flood, leads on to fortune,” or at least
to compprative managerial success. The
public are by no means anxious to dis-
courage Mr. Mapleson, or any other oper-
atic manager of standing, in an attempt to
permanently locate an Italian opera troupe
in New York.

The strong desire on the part of our most
influential citizens to assure the future suc-
cess of the musical season in this city is
reflected in the arrangements for a fund to
be devoted to that purpose now nearly com-
pleted by the directors of the Academy of
Music. A masked ball, the preparations
for which are on an unususally grand scale,
will be given at the Academy on the 5th of
next month. The oommittee which has
placed itself at the head of the undertak-
ing is composed of ounr leading men —those
who are foremost in our social circles, and
who are known as the patrons of art and
science in the metropolis. The associa-
tion of these gentlemen with the affair
should secure its absolute social and finan-
cial success, and their interest in the work
snd the proposed application of the money
proceeds are intended to be both a substan-
tial aid and a hearty encouragement of music,
The ball will probebly be a permanent in-
stitution, and will create a fund which, in
the hands of the directors, will aid the pro-
duction of the newest and best works and
their interpretation by the ableat artists at
the Academy of Mtsic. This impetus given
to music by the Academy must inure di-
rectly or indirectly to the benefit of every
manager of legitimate opera, and it indi-
cates the interest of all our better classes in
any dignified attempt to inaugurate an
Italisn opera season here.

The publie, the Academy stockholders,

the press, are all willing to aid the un-

dertaking to the uttermost, but the stand-
ard of excellence in thig city is a high
one, nnd the people will not patronize
inferior artists, no matter how distin-
guished may be the introductivn they
have from abrong, American sudiences
have had exeeptionally good opportunities
in their conocert halls and academies during
the past twenty years to hear the best
artists of the world, and, possessing strong
natural musical instinets, they have not
been slow to acquire good judgment in
musical matters and an ability to decide
promptly on the merits of those who come
belore them on the professional stage.
Superior merit will always be immediately
recognized, and a manager who will give
the people that which they desire—new
works of a good class well interpreted—will
always find the people interested heart and
hand in his success.

The comparative apathy of the people
during the present operatic season ought to
serve a8 o lesson to all mavagers who
imagine that the good-natured American
public will willingly accept anythiug that
they may offer.

We wonld desire to see Mr. Mapleson
¢put his best foot loremost” during the re-
mainthg fortnight and follow it at once with
a supplementary season of two weeks more,
producing only those operas which are
popular and comparatively new. If the
artists of the company will also ably second
their manager's efforts (and avoid dranghts
and postpone “‘indisposivions’) Mr. Maple-
won and the publicshould have good reason
to be pleased by seefug a brighter olose to
the Italian opera senson than is now prome
ined. -

Which Route Is the Best?

We give place willingly to an interesting
argument oconcerning the interoceanic
canal which is intended to disparage the
Nioaragua route in favor of some one of the
several courses proposed within the terri-
tory of the Colombian government snd
presnmably covered by the concession
which our eorrespondent styles the Wyses
Lesseps grant, It canses us regret to pub-
lish this communication anonymonsly, for
the highly influential writer's name would
enliglitén his rensoning on s subjeot which
ranges somewhat above popular)compre-
hension in its scientific oharscter. In
favoring one route or another, the merits of
which depend on scientific surveys, the

publio at largo cunnot be expeoted Lo mns-

‘ ter the details of canal construction in all | deay that they do so on sufficient grounds;

| their relations and pass judgment aceord- | they eall for a lunaay. commission some
' ingly. They will necossarily depend upon | what like that.of Great Britain, which is

| authority, and as the commission of seien-

 tifio officers appointed by President Grant !

| to review the surveys was unsnimous in fa-

vor of the Nicaragua route, after a:careful
investigation prolonged through several
years, it certainly is ressonable that the
Ameriean people should abide by its report
unless it can be overturned by superior
authority, and the vote of the Paris Con-
.gress is not sufficient for that purpose.

We think that our ecorrespondent misap-

been rejected by our government, of a fur-
ther and final consultation of engineers,
representing the United States and other
countries, concerning a eanal route, That
proposal, of course, is susceptible of a
variety of interpretations at the pleasure of
critics. . Our correspondent construes it
into adoubt on the Admiral's part whether
the Nicaragun route is positively the best.
The interpretation we expressed, in words
whieh he omits fo quote, is that the Ad-
miral made it ““to satisfy the world at large
and to hold out an olive brunch to the
Vicomle de Lesseps rather than to clear up
any scienlific doub's in his own mind.”
We have good reasons for adhering to
this opinion in preference to our corre-
spondent’s, and need only refer to the
interview with Admiral Ammen in Phila-
delphia, which was printed in yesterday's
Hyrarp, in corroboration of them. Nor do
we think from what we know of Mr
Menocal that onr correspondent is correct
in attributing to him also a doubt concern-
ing the superiority of the Nidaragua route
because he said a few weeks ago that *‘he
proposes goon to retura fo Nicaragua, where
he intends to make still further investiga-
tions concerning the proposed canal.”

The Herarp has only one desire about an
interoceanioc tanal, and that is for the
selection of thu best romte. The United
Btates surveys and the officinl report of the
United Btates Commissioners, founded
upon them, in favor of Nicaragua, consti-
tute at present the most authoritative exs
position of the subject, and the project of
s further consultation of official engineers
to revise that coneclusion has, in Admiral
Ammen’s words, been ‘mnturely consid-
ered by our government and regarded as
unnecessary.” .

The Afghana in Cabul.

The Afghan troops have not let the grass
grow in the streets of Cabul after the
British evaeuation. They are now in the
Bala Hissar and ocoupy the eity, while the
British are in the inirenched positions at
Sharpur, & few miles distant. That Gen-
oral Roberis did a very wise thing in

unquestionable, for with its broken
walls and ruined citadel it was prac-
tically untenable with such a small
force a8 is under his command. In
the cantonments, woll provisioned, he will
be able to defy almost any number of un-
disciplined Afghans, who will not find on
the plain the cover which they seek to such
adyantage on the hillsides. The news pub-
lished in our cable columns yesterday
morning must prova welcome to England. If
it is tzue that Heratee and Cabulese troops
have got to figh.ing among themselves, and
that Ayoob Khan has been imprisoned, it is
almost certain that the force which left
Herat some weeks ago for Cabul will re-
turn to that city, This will relieve General
Roberta of a great danger. According to
our onble despateches published this morn.
ing, it is msserted that the buried treasure
of Yakoob Khan unearthed by the English
after entering Cabul consists almost entirely
of Russian- gold. This discovery should
not be such a very startling one to the Eng
lish, thongh it is strange that the matter
has not caused more stir in England before
now. Any way, with this certainty the
Russinn bugbear will assume greater pro-
portions than ever in England, and will
certainly cast an ominous shadow across
John Bull's hearth at the coming Christ-
mustide.

Almost A Panlie.

Seldom have all conditions favorable to a
panic presented themselves at the same time
as they did at the Park I'heatre last night,
and pot often are they so successfully over-
ruled as they were at that place of amnge-
ment. A fire was discovered in the
main entrance, the omnipresent idiot
who wshouts *Fire!" on such ocoasions
gave the alarm to the hundreds of
people in the building, there was the usual
trepidation and heart sinking that expe-
riences ‘of alarmed theatre audiences are
quick to cause, and, besides ull else, the
inevitable problem of how to get several
hundred people promptly through several
places of exit troubled even those who were
not execited. Thunks, however, to a seli«
possessed actor and a cool-headad polices
man, everybody escuped in safety. Mr.
Emmet dropped for the time the dinlect of
*'Fritz in Ircland” and andvised the audience
to depart as rapidly and quietly as possible,
while Police Oficer Genore, by both word
and action, resolutely suppressed all at-
tempts at crowding—which has been. the
cause of mostof the disasters in burning
theatres—and the house was cleared by the
various ways of exit without harm to any one,
The publie has had some sad illustrations
of what the spirit of panic may do for a
theatre audience; but the experience at the
Park last-night shows that if the people
will simply bide their time and follow those
who are getting through the doorways as
fast a8 possible n hopse may be safely
cleared in time too short to allow a fire to
make dangerous head way.

Asylumm Abuses.

The meeting called to consider the rights
and wrongs of lunatics was, in point of nnme
bers and oharacter, a grand success. 'I'he
uddrosses by prominent physicinns and
humanitarians were foreible, ns they could
not help being when ko much needed suy-
ing in the interests of humanity and justice,
but the principal work of the meeting witl
be found in the résolutions, which are given
in full in another column. These condemn
the vxolusivgness of most asylums for the
insane, and no oné who has read the
Hxmaro during the past few years oun

prehends the view of the Herarp conoern- |
ing Admiral Ammen's proposal, which has |

moving out of the Afghan capital is-

charged with the general oversight of pube
lio nnd private institutions; a national assos

ciation to inierest itself in the pro.
tection of the insane is also des
manded, and - the ecommittee which

is charged with the dnty of framing
a plan tor & Btate commission and urging
the same at Albany is also expeoted to take
steps toward the formation of the national
society. As.the committee appointed con«
sists of strong men it is to ‘be hoped thag
the projected reform will be pressed at
once, so that the elass which among nufors
tunates most deserves pity may speedily
be relieved from the horrors that seem
ingeparable frog secret management,
and saved also from the inevituble
abuses that exist wherever the demon of
politienl ipfluence finds open doors. Little
or nothing that is deseribed in- history has
go disgraced the people of which it is told
as many existing methods of treating and
mistreating the insane disgruce our highly

civilized nation. »

Fete
drome.
Paria has had her Marcian f8te, The re.
pult is & hundred and fitty thousand franes,
say thirty thousand dollprs, in money for
the suffering Murcians, and what is more
than this, as onr cuble despatch tells us, an
incaleulable development of feeling
between Frenchmen and Spaniards. It is
also very true, as our correspondent re.
marks, that the féte proves French.
men to excel in nothing so much

ag in works of bienfaisance, - especinlly, il
may be added, when the good work is ac-

The Murcian at the Hippos

componied, as in Paris lsst even-
ing, by some delightfal festival or
other. Buch a method of -almsgive

ing makes the giver and the recipients
equally happy. We can imngine that
the crowds in the Hippodrome were in a
most angelic mood last evening, when even
the Tanuohiluser march could be included
in the musical programme. Truly Paria
and the Parisians command the attention
and respect of the world whenever they
choose,

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Yale haa [n il 1,003 students this vear, 5

Senator Henry M. Teller, of Colorado, is at the
Startevaut Housa.

The Duke of Edinburgh likes wild boar and Buse
slan aterlet for dinner. . 0

Mr. George Augustus Bala arrived st the Brevoord
Houne yosterday from Philadelphia. :

A thisves’ club, composed exclusively of discharged
waiters, has besn organized in Paris,

A Hindoo baker, wishing to inform Englishmen of
his tradoe, put on his sign, *European losfer.' F

Adelina Potti ordered a dozen drawing room pagels
in Paris representing her fair self in a dozen of her
prineipal parts,

Congressman Atkios, chajrman of the Committes
on Appropristions, is still confined to his room with
an attack of erysipelas.

Seccretaries Evarts and Sherman will sttend the
dinnor to be given General Grant by Mr. Drexel in
Philadelphia this eveniog.

Seustors Henry B. Anthony and Ambrose E. Burn-
sldeg of Bhode Island, were bt the Fifth Avenua
Hotel, last evening, on their way home from Wasls
ngton. { i

The Parls Bourse mourns the death of its bells
ringer, who used to strike one svlemn koell every
dsy just before the cowm of fiusncidl op.
erstions. . .

*Cavendish" hes spent mostof his life at the
whist table and has ouiy won £2,000. He thinks
that good play gives sn sdvantage of one poluts
ruobber over bad. ’

M. Poul Lagarde is thoe happy man of Mile. Jeanne
Samnary’s choice. Whon a confirmed punstier hoard
that the pretty sociétaire wan to Le married, o ex-
claimed, *‘Samary se marie ! (d marrit.”

The London Eramingr thinks that Valentine Baker
Pacha, having achicved great success in Turkey, is,
notwitistanding his d from the Britialy

army, an Engl.i-h upmnhu;a shroud.
On the closed shutters of & French slop was seenm
the following savartisement :—

Fermé pour cause de suicide
Reouverture Lundl
La veuve vendrs au Habafs,

Bir Henry Thomgson advisca that travellers may
aveld typhoid fever abroad by abstatuing from
drinking wster until it has been bolled. He does
not highly regard “siphon’ wsters, widch may be
made from ordinary tainted walers. He likes cold
woak tea which has been boiled.

1¢ In very probable that General PLil Shoridan will

sccompany General Grant on his contemplated visig
to Mexico snd Quba, General Sheridan‘s health is
not very good at present, und it {s thouglt by hls
friends that the trip would prove beneficial. The
mutter hax becn specially urged by Genorals Grao$
and Sherman.
of th an of Is are killod by over-

exartion and starvation in every campalgn in Indis,
and military critios clalin that the future of Europe
in Central Asls depends wpon the ability of engine
eors to lay down slow, cheap steam rallways whiteh
can carry their own creek bridges with them and
transport food ana ammunition in time of war.

This fr a Obristinas dinvor tor & fow people:—
Celery soup. Bolled cod, with oyater sauce. Romst
turkey, with cranberries, mashed potatoes, bolled
onlods, spinsch meshed through s colander spd
huving & soup-stock sauce favored with s bit of
mace. Bolled sausage, with bits of hot eorn bread,
Bakod mascaroni, with grated cheose, Plumy pude
ding. Mince pin. Hot butteredfum. Nightmare.

London Spoctater:—*One of the well marked
points about Iatier writing is, that it s rarely thoss
who are their best in soclely who are also the best
lotter writers, Wo could name persons who never
take up & pen to write to a friend without making
themnelves twioa as much of persous as they areln
conversstion; and others, again, wha nover tako up
n pen without effscing themselven slimost utterly,
without reducing themselves to the ciphers which
in society they certainly are not.”

THE MISSOUKI METEOR.

[BY TELEGUAPH TO TH® HERALD, ]
Easman 1y, Mo., Dee. 18, 1879,
The roport from Nemobs county, Kan., of the
death of David Meiseutlater, a stockman, by being
struck by » falling meteor, first eame through the
Tribune, published at Heyecs, the county seat, and
nas since besn confitmod by a goutleman from
that place with whom your correspondent had am
interview. The latter says that there was no doubh
sbout the moteor, Meiseutiater was well known
nnd his death in acknowimiged to have buunuui
un wtared. 1L took pluce ou the morniug of Decem-
ber 14, stout eight o'cloer, sod the sky st thad
time was feutly olear. It was very oold,
wnd Meisentinter had gone trom his housgto & pus-
ture about five hundred yards distsut to deive up
nome cattle, Ho was w k.nl! toward the barn o
his return, and while sianding sbout twonty fout
from the truuk of & waple tros wak ho
werolite which eaused bin desth
erly dirsction, sud feat strock Lroo
eaused 18 to glance l:?hslx. i e gt
tho upper branclies of the muplo snt ontered
tinter's body from below the right shoulder, eoms
ing out at the left hip and ihen partinlly burying
‘ijlullf lnlthhtrnu: nnd.‘” lltl'm‘utﬁ:' wan n:
oubtedly o cou tree,
conld In{-n B‘;'.’:.. minna in which the lattor wag
Mplintered. .

Tho dead) “:-u in ldI:o bo_uboub ne large s
a mi CRUREE] "W

An ordlurf’m‘lhﬂd and lu-c.l:rd and roug)
nnif taken from s bot furnsce ocooled iu
flight through apaco. It resombled in
:;l;n‘:lhnmnm turnace and




